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The internal anatomy does not differ materially from that
of other Neuroptera.
The female insect lays eggs in rows on grass and plant stems.
These are cylindrical or spheroidal, and coloured yellow or
brown. The larva escapes by forcing a lid off the top of the
egg, a split occurring along the line of a suture. At first the
larvae remain on the empty eggshells, but later disperse and
live freely on tree trunks or on the ground, partly concealing
themselves, when possible, and remaining motionless, often
for days, with jaws wide open at right angles to the head. Any
insect crossing this trap is immediately seized, the larva
suffering itself to be dragged about rather than relinquish its
hold; finally all fluid nutriment is extracted from the victim.
After two moults the larva spins a cocoon of silk, which is
covered with local debris and, within this, it pupates. The
pupa, after some weeks, forces open the cocoon and the perfect
fly emerges. Pupation takes place in spring or early summer,
the larva having hibernated. The entire life-history occupies
one or two years.
Van der Weele has monographed the Ascalaphidce in Coll.
Zool Selys, 1908.
There are no British species. The family is of no economic
importance.